
PSNA News					          Page 1	      			         December 2010

PSNA News

In this issue: 2010 meeting reports, and update on the 2011 meeting
 
This is the printed version of the PSNA Newsletter. The web PDF version can be 
downloaded from the website: www.psna-online.org. 

Phytochemical Society of North America
Sociedad Fitoquímica de América del Norte

Société Phytochimique de L’Amerique du Nord
  Volume 48, Number 1								                December 2010

Having been a member of PSNA 
for over 15 years, I have never be-
fore felt like the society held such 
a great future.  Membership is once 
again growing annually, and the cur-
rent and former Executive Commit-
tee officers are all working hard to 
keep the society moving in a direc-
tion focused on growth.  The ex-
ecutives remain set on keeping the 
scientific programs in line with the 
society’s journal Phytochemistry 
and striving for fair representation 
of all sub-disciplines of phytochem-
istry at annual meetings.  

This year’s joint meeting with the 
American Society of Pharmacog-
nosy was a huge success with great 
representation by PSNA and an em-
phasis on scientific topics important 
to both our members and those in the 
ASP.  With over 500 attendees, the 
local organizers and scientific com-
mittee worked tirelessly behind the 
scenes to provide everyone with the 
opportunities to present their current 
research.  Todd Daviau and John 
Cronan Jr. are to be commended for 

their tireless efforts for more than 2 
years leading up to the meeting. 

With last year’s meeting behind 
us, it is time to get excited about the 
2011 PSNA 50th Anniversary meet-
ing. This is shaping up to be the larg-
est PSNA meeting ever in terms of 
attendance and international repre-
sentation. The venue, the big island, 
Hawai’i, could not be better and we 
are thrilled to have John Pezzuto 
and colleagues at the University of 
Hawai’i at Hilo as the local organiz-
ers.  John Pezzuto and colleagues 
began planning this meeting 3 years 
in advance and they have been spec-
tacular to work with.  The scientific 
committee is being chaired by Nor-
man Lewis who has already assem-
bled representatives from 5 conti-
nents and at least 16 countries. 

Due to the large attendance ex-
pected at this year’s meeting, and 
the diversity of phytochemistry top-
ics and programs, we expect three 
publications to be generated as a di-
rect result of the meeting.  All three 
will be peer-reviewed publications 

and cited by Science Citation Index.  
A new volume of the long standing 
Recent Advances in Phytochemistry 
series will be generated and once 
again will be provided to all attend-
ees within a year of the meeting.  
The Editor-in-Chief of Phytochem-
stry, Norman Lewis, has once again 
agreed to publish a special issue of 
Phytochemistry based on research 
presented at the meeting. Lastly, 
John Pezutto plans to edit a Topics 
in Current Chemistry volume on 
“Natural Products in the Prevention 
of Cancer”.  

I hope that everyone recognizes 
the work, planning, and efforts be-
ing given by all committee members 
of the PSNA.  Their time and com-
mitment is on a completely volun-
teer basis and the society could not 
function without them.  I encourage 
anyone with an interest in becoming 
more involved in the society to con-
tact one of the Executive Committee 
members expressing their interest.  

Sincerely,
Charles Cantrell

The President’s Message

A Great Time to be Part of PSNA!
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The Phytochemical Society of North 
America (PSNA) is a nonprofit 
scientific organization whose 
membership is open to anyone with 
an interest in phytochemistry and the 
role of plant substances in related 
fields. Annual membership dues are 
U.S. $60 for regular members and 
$30 for student members. Annual 
meetings featuring symposium 
topics of current interest and 
contributed papers by conference 
participants are held throughout the 
United States, Canada, and Mexico. 
PSNA meetings provide participants 
with exposure to the cutting-edge 
research of prominent international 
scientists, but are still small 
enough to offer informality and 
intimacy that are conducive to the 
exchange of ideas. This newsletter is 
circulated to members to keep them 
informed of upcoming meetings and 
developments within the society, and 
to provide a forum for the exchange 
of information and ideas. If you 
would like additional information 
about the PSNA, or if you have 
material that you would like included 
in the newsletter, please contact the 
PSNA Secretary or visit our website 
at www.psna-online.org. Annual 
dues and changes of address should 
be sent to the PSNA Treasurer. Also 
check the PSNA website for regular 
updates.
The PSNA is an all volunteer 
organization which depends on its 
membership to run the organization. 
We appreciate the time and effort 
these volunteers are putting in 
to keep the organization up and 
running. As a member, please 
consider volunteering to serve on 
one of these committees. The PSNA 
can always use more help!

The
Phytochemical 

Society of 
North America

WWW.PSNA-ONLINE.ORG
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owens1@mail.etsu.edu

Fred Stevens (2 year term)
fred.stevens@oregonstate.edu

Vacant
Vacant	
Vacant
Vacant



PSNA News					          Page 3	      			         December 2010

PSNA Membership and Society 
Advancement Committee
Chair open:
Franck Dayan (Treasurer)
	 fdayan@olemiss.edu
Norman Lewis
	 lewisn@wsu.edu
Rachel Mata
	  rachel@servidor.unam.mx
	
PSNA Website Committee
Mark Berhow
	 USDA, ARS, NCAUR
	 1815 N. University St.
	 Peoria, IL 61604
	 Phone: 309-681-6347
	 mark.berhow@ars.usda.gov
Desmond Slade
	 dslade@olemiss.edu

PSNA Newsletter Committee
Soledade Pedras (Chair, Secretary)
	 soledade.pedras@usask.ca
Mark Berhow (Publisher)
	 USDA, ARS, NCAUR
	 1815 N. University St.
	 Peoria, IL 61604
	 Phone: 309-681-6347
	 mark.berhow@ars.usda.gov
Jack Blount
	 jwblount@noble.org
Daniel Cook
	 ddcook@cc.usu.edu
David Schulz
	 david.schultz@louisville.edu
	
PSNA Awards Committee
Celia McIntosh (Chair, President Elect)
	 mcintosc@etsu.edu
Charles Cantrell
	 clcantr1@olemiss.edu

PSNA  Editorial & Proceedings 
Committee
David Gang (Past-President)
	 dgang@wsu.edu
Mark Bernards 
	 bernards@uwo.ca
Reinhard Jetter
	 jetter@interchange.ubc.ca
Susan McCormick
	 susan.mcormick@ars.usda.gov
Laurence Davin
	 davin@wsu.edu
Kelsey Downum
	 kelsey.downum@fiu.edu
John T. Romeo
	 romeo@cas.usf.edu
Jim Saunders
	 jsaunders@towson.edu

PSNA Future Meetings Committee
Norman Lewis (Chair)
	 lewisn@wsu.edu
Thor Arneson
	 jarnason@science.uottawa.ca
Mark Bernards
	 bernards@uwo.ca
David Gang (Psst President)
	 gangd@wsu.edu
John Pezzuto
	 pezzuto@hawaii.edu

PSNA Young Members Committee
Daniel Owens
	 owens1@mail.etsu.edu
Christina Coleman
	 Graduate Student
	 Department of Pharmacognosy
	 University of Mississippi
	 Oxford, MS
	 cmcolem1@olemiss.edu
	 662-915-5941
Michael Mazourek
	 mm284@cornell.edu
Meredith Biedrzycki
Lukasz Kutrzeba

PSNA Guidelines and Proceedures 
Committee
Daneel Fereira (Chair)
	 dferreir@olemiss.edu
Celia McIntosh
	 mcintosc@etsu.edu

PSNA Fundraising Committee
Daneel Fereira (Organizer)
	 dferreir@olemiss.edu

PSNA STANDING COMMITTEES FOR OPERATION

Dear PSNA Members

The dates for the 50th Anniver-
sary Meeting of the PSNA are fast 
approaching. As many of you are 
aware, PSNA provides a variety of 
awards at our annual meeting avail-
able for all levels of scientists.  The 
primary recurring awards consist of 
the Frank and Mary Loewus Student 
Travel Awards, the Arthur C. Neish 
Young Investigator Awards, and the 
Phytochemical Pioneer Awards.  All 
awards are available through a com-
petitive application process and de-
tails and deadlines for this year are 
given below.

Frank and Mary Loewus 
Student Travel Awards

The awards are intended for both 
undergraduate and graduate students 
working in the field of Phytochemis-
try who are traveling to the meeting 
to present results of their research. 
The funds allotted annually by the 
Executive Committee are awarded 
on a competitive basis. If you have a 
student that you would like to nomi-
nate to receive travel support, please 
e-mail the following information by 
July 1st, 2011 to the PSNA Awards 
Committee chair, David Gang, at 
gangd@wsu.edu.  

Provide the following for each 
student: student’s name, student’s 
presentation title, the degree the stu-
dent is seeking, nominating faculty 
advisor, the name of the university 
they are attending, and the PSNA 
membership status of the student.  

Postdoctoral Travel Awards

The awards are intended for post-
doctoral researchers working in the 
field of Phytochemistry who are 
traveling to the meeting to present 
results of their research. The funds 
allotted annually by the Executive 
Committee are awarded on a com-
petitive basis. If you are a postdoc 
that would like to receive travel sup-
port, please e-mail the following 
information by July 1st, 2011 to the 
PSNA Awards Committee chair, Da-
vid Gang, at gangd@wsu.edu.  

Please provide the following: 
presentation title and abstract, cur-
riculum vitae, nomination letter, and 
your PSNA membership status.  
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PSNA Business Meeting Notes

July 13, 2010, Bird Key, 
Tradewinds Island Grand, St. Peters-
burg, FL

The meeting was called to order 
by President David Gang at 5:15 PM

Election results: President elect 
is Cecilia McIntosh

Treasurer: Franck Dayan would 
like to step down after two terms. 
The officers need to find a candidate 
in the next few months, an election 
needs to held and hopefully have 
someone in place to transition with 
Franck by the end of the Hawaii 
meeting.

Treasurers Report: Assets as 
of the end of July 2009 are about 
$100,000. We had to pay out for the 
Pullman meeting, the Towson meet-
ing generated $5000. For this meet-
ing we will be paying for the Neish 
Award speakers. The pay pal system 
works very well, but we are still not 
getting a lot of new members or re-
newals this way. We currently have 
175 paid members. We need to ad-
vertize to wider audience, we need 
to send bills/reminders to past mem-
bers and current members. We cur-
rently only have 4 members from 
Mexico. Can we build it back?

The PSNA committees need to be 
reevaluated yearly. New members 
are needed, especially for the Young 
Members Committee, Newsletter/
Website Committee, Fund Raising 
Committee, among others. All vol-
unteers are welcome, but we need 
volunteers that will deliver.

Newsletter and Website Commit-
tee, Mark Berhow will maintain the 
website and do the Newsletter lay-
out, but help is needed for content. 
Anything related to Phytochemistry 
is welcome. Especially, informa-
tion from research programs. The 
Website and Newsletter can be used 
to advertise for open positions. We 
need material to try and get more 
newsletters out per year. We have 

only been averaging 1 a year. Please 
submit material to the PSNA Secre-
tary. It would be good if some short 
technical reviews were submitted to 
the newsletter as well. The PSNA 
needs help to create a list of contacts 
for the various departments and re-
search centers that are doing any 
work that involves phytochemistry. 
This is need to contact these labs and 
locations to send them information 
about the PSNA and its meeting and 
to get feedback and information on 
the needs of current researchers that 
the PSNA can work to provide help 
and guidance.

Awards Committee: We have 
four Neish Speakers this year. Meet-
ing organizers are reminded that we 
need to raise funds for the Neish 
speakers and for the Neish account. 
This also applies to the travel and 
poster awards. The PSNA has been 
averaging 2-4 poster awards and a 
number of travel awards based on 
the income from the previous year. 
Again, more funds raised would al-
low the PSNA to give more and larg-
er awards. This year the PSNA will 
give 8 travel awards. 

The Phytochemical Pioneer 
Award is the most prestigious award 
the PSNA currently gives. Nomi-
nations for future awards are being 
sought by the committee. 

For the Neish awards, the PSNA 
wants to honor excellent indepen-
dent trend setting researchers who 
are setting up new labs. Again, funds 
from outside donors need to be 
sought to add to this award. Award 
nominations can be accepted by the 
committee members any time.

The Constitution and Bylaws 
Committee has pretty much finished 
their work and the revised materials 
are posted on the website.

Proceedings Committee has fin-
ished their work on the Recent Ad-
vances in Phytochemistry from the 
meeting last year and volume is in 
press. Work will begin on this years 
volume. There were a few techni-

Arthur C. Neish Young 
Investigator Awards

The Arthur C. Neish Young In-
vestigator Awards are given each 
year by the PSNA to outstanding 
early career scientists (see definition 
below). The young investigators 
chosen will present their research 
at the annual meeting as part of the 
Arthur C. Neish Young Investigator 
Mini-symposium.  

If you would like to nominate 
someone for the Neish Young Inves-
tigator Award, please e-mail the fol-
lowing information by March 30th, 
2011 to the PSNA Awards Commit-
tee chair, David Gang, at gangd@
wsu.edu.  

Nominations should include: a 
CV of the nominee, presentation ti-
tle and abstract, a support letter stat-
ing reasons for the nomination. For 
these awards, a new investigator is 
defined as someone within the first 
2-3 years of establishing an indepen-
dent research program and typically 
will be no more than 5-6 years past 
the award date of his or her Ph.D. (or 
equivalent) degree.  

Phytochemical Pioneer Awards

If you would like to nominate 
someone for the Phytochemical 
Pioneer Award, please e-mail the 
following information by January 
30th, 2011 to the President of the 
PSNA, Charles Cantrell at charles.
cantrell@ars.usda.gov. 

Nominations should include: a 
curriculum vitae of the nominee and 
at least one support letter stating rea-
sons for the nomination.  
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The PSNA met with the Ameri-
can Society of Pharmacognosy at the 
Tradewinds Grand Resort in St. Pe-
tersburg, Florida. It was a bit more 
ostentatious than our usual digs, the 
resort was a large complex of three 
separate room structures and an ad-
ditional complex of rooms a bit fur-
ther up the beach. Transportation to 
and from the airport was pretty con-
venient. The organizers had done a 
good job of organizing the registra-
tion on the web and at the meeting. 
It was good to see how the other half 
lives! 

The meeting theme was “Natural 
Solutions to 21st Century Problems 
- - from Discovery to Commercial-
ization” underscoring the globes 
turn to environmental awareness 
and the “green” movement towards 
more environmentally friendly so-

49th Annual Meeting the Phytochemical Society of North America 
A Joint Meeting with the American Society of Pharmacognosy

July 13-16, 2010
The Tradewinds Grand Resort

St. Petersburg, Florida

cal and organizational glitches that 
slowed things up last year, but that 
should be fixed for next year.

Young members committee has 
been productive over the past three 
years. This year they had a good 
event this meeting. New embers are 
needed to keep the committee go-
ing. A list of students is needed and 
an email recruiting drive is needed. 
Email to researchers in the society is 
needed as well.

Future Meetings
Hawaii 2011
London, ONT 2012
Oxford/North Carolina 2013
Banff 2014
2015
2016
Elsevier is planning to be more 

involved with meeting planning and 
running.

Committees were initiated in 
2006, they were set up, now new 
members need to be recruited for the 
committees.

Manuscript submissions are a 
problem these days, many are sub-
mitted with a number of errors, es-
pecially in the use of biochemical, 
chemical and physical terms and 
absolute sterochemical structure. A 
series of papers on the proper use of 
terminology and structure elucida-
tion is really needed. These need to 
run periodically in the PSNA news-
letter and other phytochemically re-
lated journals. 

lutions to health and environmental 
problems. The symposia included 
“Natural Products in Agriculture”; 
“Biodiversity”; “Drug Discovery 

-- Problematic Diseases”; “Issues 
in Botanicals”; “Natural Products: 
Ecological Roles and Tritrophic 
Interactions”; “Bioassays and Tar-
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gets”; “Metabolism and Metabolo-
mics”; and “Metabolomic Engineer-
ing and Biotechnology” -- all topics 
of keen interest to both the PSNA 
and ASP. The meeting had over 50 
oral presentations in six sessions and 
over 300 posters presented in two 
poster sessions. 

The keynote speakers included 
A. Douglas Kinghorn, the recipient 
of the ASP Norman R. Farnsworth 
Research Achievement Award; Mark 
Blumenthal the recipient of the ASP 
Varro E. Tyler Award; Eric Schmidt 
the recipient of the ASP Matt Suff-
ness Young Investigator Award.

The PSNA award winners were 
Meinhart Zenk, recipient of the 
Phytochemical Pioneer Award, and 
Nikolas Fokialakis, Robert W. Ni-
col, Taiji Nomura and Kye Won Kim 
the recipients of the 2010 Arthur C. 
Neish Young Investigator Awards.

Both societies owe a large debt 
of thanks to organizing committees 
including Todd Daviau, John Cro-
nan, Jr. of Magellan BioScience, 
Inc., Bill Baker, and John Romeo of 
the university of South Florida who 
served as the local organizing and 
program committee, with John Beck 
(USDA/ARS), Charles Cantrell 
(USDA/ARS), Mark O’Neil John-
son (Sequoia), Cedric Pearce (My-
cosynthetix), Mike Tempesta (Phe-
nolics), Lyndon West (FAU), and 
Amy Wright (FAU) serving on the 
Scientific Advisory Committee.  

The societies should also thank 
the sponsors who assisted both fi-
nancially and by their participation 
at the meeting including Pinellas 
County Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau, The University of South Flor-
ida, the NIH Office of Dietary Sup-
plements, Eisai Research Institute, 
the National Cancer Institute, Tom’s 
of Maine, and Bruker Biospin. Also 
all the exhibitors who took the time 
and effort to attend the meeting.

The program opened up on Sat-
urday with four workshops pre-
sented by the exhibitors and a great 
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opening reception. Sunday began 
the regular program with a sympo-
sium in the morning and the after-
noon dedicated to contributed oral 
presentations, followed by the first 
poster session that evening. Monday 
followed with three more symposia, 
an evening poster session and an ex-
cellent beach party served out on the 
resort decks, complete with staff to 
chase away the food seeking gulls. 
Tuesday continued with 1 symposia 
and the afternoon off to visit the sur-
rounding attractions of the Tampa 
Bay area. Wednesday concluded the 
meeting with the final three sympo-
sia, followed by more oral contribut-
ed presentations and the joint meet-
ing reception and banquet. It was a 
very full agenda.

Naturally, the highlights of the 
meeting were a number of excellent 
talks and presentations that were 
given. The advantage to these meet-
ings was a chance to mingle with re-
searchers from both PSNA and ASP, 
an opportunity that is often hard to 
do these days. With the small size of 
the meeting, and the low key meet-
ing schedule, one really gets an op-
portunity to catch up with old col-
leagues and make some new ones. 
Isn’t that what this all about? 

I especially enjoyed this years 
awards banquet to see how the ASP 
does things and to hear some recog-
nition of researchers from a variety 
of disciplines. The PSNA recog-
nized the truly pioneering research 
work and guidance provided by Pro-
fessor Meinhart Zenk, who not only 
has directly contributed original 
work to the field of phytochemistry, 
but through his work as an editor in 
journals, textbooks and reviews has  
done an outstanding job of interpret-
ing and evaluating research in this 
field and related fields. 

Next years PSNA will be the 50th 
annual meeting of the society. It will 
be held from December 10-15, 2011 
on the Kona coast of the Big Island 
of Hawaii and hosted by the Univer-
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2010 PSNA Award Recipients

Neish Award Recipients

Dr. Kye Won Kim, jkwkim@wsu.
edu Washington State University

Dr. Nikolas Fokialakis, fokialakis@
pharm.uoa.gr, 
University of Athens, Greece
	
Dr. Robert W. Nicol, rnicol@
ridgetownc.uoguelph.ca, 
Univeristy of Guelph, Canada

Dr. Taiji Nomura, tnomura@pu-
toyama.ac.jp , Toyama Prefectural 
University, Japan

Student Travel Award 
Recipients

Rebecca A. Crouch
University of Alabama in Huntsville

Ifedayo V. Ogungbe
University of Alabama in Huntsville

Twaskia S. Johnson
University of Alabama in Huntsville

Oliver Corea
Washington State University
	
Anye Wamucho
East Tennessee State University

Zhangfan Lin
East Tennessee State University

Deborah Hayford
East Tennessee State University

sity of Hawaii at Hilo. It should be a 
wonderful meeting and all members 
(and prospective members) should 
try to make plans to attend. The 
planning process is well underway.
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Biographies of Neish Award 
Recipients

Dr. Nikolas Fokialakis 
Lecturer
Department of Pharmacognosy and 
Natural Products Chemistry
Faculty of Pharmacy
University of Athens
Greece

Title of presentation: “Novel Indole 
Alkaloids from Raputia simulans”

Dr Nikolas Fokialakis obtained his 
B.Sc. (1998), M.Sc. (2001) and 
Ph.D. (2004) degrees from the Fac-
ulty of Pharmacy, University of Ath-
ens. He worked as a post-doctoral 
fellow at American institutions in 
the including ARS (USDA, Ox-
ford, MS) and UIC (Chicago, IL).  
In 2007 he became a faculty mem-
ber at the University of Athens. Dr. 
Fokialakis has more than 40 publi-
cations in peer- review international 
scientific journals and three patents. 
He contributed to the organization 
of several international conferences, 
such as the 7th Joint meeting of ASP, 
GA, PSE , AFERP and SIF, that was 
held in Athens in 2008. Dr. Fokiala-
kis has obtained several fellowships 
and awards, among others an OECD 
fellowship in 2005 and the Research 
Starter Grant of the American Soci-
ety of Pharmacognosy in 2006. The 
main research interests of Dr. Foki-
alakis are: the phytochemical analy-
sis of plants of the Greek, Mediter-
ranean flora as well as plants from 
Oceania and Amazonia, the Chemi-
cal investigation of edible mush-
rooms and filamentous fungi, the 
synthesis of natural products, and 
the exploitation of bioactive natural 
products as pharmaceuticals, nutra-
ceuticals, and biopesticides. 

Professor Meinhart Zenk
Dick Mansell

Professor Meinhart Zenk has been 
one of the most productive and in-
fluential scientists in the field of 
Phytochemistry over the past 40+ 
years. His prolific publication list 
and diversity of research topics is 
likely without equal. One needs only 
to peruse his Vitae to be amazed at 
his mastery and accomplishments 
within the field. 
I had the good fortune of working 
with Meinhart on two different occa-
sions while he was Lehrstuhl at the 
Ruhr University in Bochum. What 
an exciting institute it was! We were 
a group of about 30 individuals and 
the diversity of research areas was 
remarkable. We worked long days 
and weekends but Meinhart matched 
us hour for hour. One of the daily 
routines took place in the mid-morn-
ing hours when Meinhart would don 
his long white lab-coat then proceed 
to do his whirlwind tour of each of 
the labs. He would enter with a big 
smile, his left hand was always in-
serted between the buttons of the lab-
coat, [this was his Napoleonic pose] 
and we would review the activities 
of the previous day and future plans. 
Then he was off to the next labora-
tory. I found his interest to be quite 
inspirational and motivating, and in 
the true Germanic way, we worked 
hard and played hard. 
Another feature that characterized 
Meinhart’s group was the scientific 
rigor that went into every study. 
Nothing was assumed and every-
thing needed to be proven beyond 

a doubt. One instance that I shall 
never forget is when we were work-
ing on the reduction of ferulic acid 
to coniferyl alcohol. Efforts to dem-
onstrate this reaction had been un-
derway for many years, at various 
universities, but without success. 
We were able to demonstrate this re-
action in a cell-free system derived 
from fresh cambial tissue and I had 
no doubt of the results. However, 
when Meinhart saw the results his 
immediate response was: “I don’t 
believe it!” “Impossible!” “Make a 
derivative!” So it was back to the 
lab. 
After making a derivative and puri-
fying it to constant specific activity 
he was again shown the data. “No,” 
he said,” I still don’t believe it; make 
a derivative of the derivative and if 
the results are the same, then I will 
believe it.” Once that was done and 
the results of the first derivative con-
firmed, he was finally convinced. 
We spent all day Saturday writing 
the manuscript and once that was 
done, he drove it to the editor in 
Frankfurt. For me this was an excit-
ing experience and one could only 
admire such care and caution. It was 
great experience to learn from such a 
noble teacher. 
The field of Phytochemistry has 
come a very long way in the past 
four or five decades and we owe a 
debt of gratitude to Meinhart for all 
his worthy contributions. His tireless 
efforts to uncover many aspects of 
natural product metabolism have re-
sulted in significant advances across 
this diverse group of compounds. 
He has been a true pioneer in this 
field and we can only stand in awe 
of the vast amount of new scientific 
information he and his groups have 
provided. 
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Dr. Taiji Nomura
Assistant professor
Department of Biotechnology,
Faculty of Engineering,
Toyama Prefectural University,
Imizu, Toyama
Japan

Title of presentation: “Recent prog-
ress in Ipecac alkaloid biosynthesis”

Dr. Taiji Nomura received a 
B.Agr. (Plant Biochemistry, 1999), 
M.Agr. (Plant Biochemistry, 2001), 
and Ph.D. (Plant Biochemistry, 
2004) from Kyoto University, where 
he studied the biochemical and mo-
lecular genetic aspects of biosyn-
thesis of defense-related secondary 
metabolites in wheat and barley. In 
2004, he joined the Plant Genetics 
laboratory in Kyoto University as 
a postdoctoral fellow where he ex-
tended his work to the evolution and 
the molecular regulation of second-
ary metabolite biosynthetic path-
ways in polyploid wheat. In 2007, 
Dr. Nomura moved to the US to join 
the Dr. Toni Kutchan’s laboratory at 
the Donald Danforth Plant Science 
Center, where he contributed to the 
elucidation of the biosynthetic path-
way of Ipecac alkaloids, a series of 
monoterpenoid-tetrahydroisoquino-
line alkaloids in the medicinal plant 
Psychotria ipecacuanha. In 2009, 
Dr. Nomura was hired as an Assis-
tant Professor in the Department of 
Biotechnology at the Toyama Pre-
fectural University, Japan. His cur-
rent research focuses on the eluci-
dation of biosynthetic pathways of 
biologically active plant secondary 
metabolites and of molecular basis 
of the biosynthetic gene regulation.

Dr. Robert Nicol
Assistant Professor 
Ridgetown Campus 
University of Guelph 
Ridgetown, ON
Canada

Title of presentation: “The biorefin-
ery model: foods, fuels and chemi-
cals from traditional and alternative 
plant feedstocks”

Dr Robert Nicol obtained a 
B.E.S. (Environment/Resource 
Studies and Biology, University of 
Waterloo), M.Sc. (Biology, Univer-
sity of Ottawa) and a Ph.D. in 2003 
(Plant science, University of West-
ern Ontario). He spent three years in 
working as a post-doctoral fellow at 
Purdue University and as a research 
scientist at a Boston area biotech-
nology company. In the fall of 2007, 
Dr. Nicol joined the University of 
Guelph – Ridgetown Campus as an 
Assistant Professor. His research in-
terests encompass the broad area of 
chemical ecology (i.e. how natural 
chemicals mediate interactions be-
tween organisms) and the discovery 
of new biofuels, and agricultural, in-
dustrial and therapeutic chemicals. 
He is also investigating the potential 
of plant-microbe interactions to re-
mediate contaminated soil in the Al-
berta oil sands. He teaches in the en-
vironmental management program 
and is the acting executive director 
of the University of Guelph’s Centre 
for Agricultural Renewable Energy 
and Sustainability (CARES).

Dr. Kye Won Kim,
Institute of Biological Chemistry 
Washington State University,
Pullman, WA

Title of presentation: “The dirigent
protein multigene family:
differential DP stereoselectivities
in monolignol radical-radical
coupling/ lignin biosynthesis in
vivo and in vitro”

Dr. Kye-Won Kim received her 
BSc (Microbiology) from Kyung-
Pook National University in 1992, 
and her MSc from the same institu-
tion in 1995 under the supervision 
of Professor Jong-Guk Kim.  Her 
research was a part of a Bacillus 
subtilis genome sequencing project.  
After that, her interests gravitated 
towards plants with her PhD studies 
being undertaken in the Division of 
Biochemistry, National Institute of 
Agricultural Science and Technol-
ogy (NIAST), Rural Development 
Administration (RDA).  Graduat-
ing in 2001, her PhD thesis involved 
studying capsaicinoid biosynthe-
sis–related genes and metabolic en-
gineering of their genes in pepper 
(Capsicum annuum L.) in order to 
modify capsaicinoid contents.

In 2001, she joined Dr. Norman 
G Lewis’ laboratory at the Institute 
of Biological Chemistry at Washing-
ton State University as a Research 
Associate.  Her research studies 
focused initially on the underlying 
reasons for distinct enantioselec-
tivities of pinoresinol/lariciresinol 
reductases (PLRs), as well as on a 
laccase gene expression project.  Dr. 
Kim’s work then included the study 
of dirigent proteins, with the excit-
ing discovery of a second form of 
dirigent proteins in Arabidopsis able 
to facilitate stereoselective coupling 
of coniferyl alcohol to afford (-) pin-
oresinol.  Prior to that, our lab had 
discovered corresponding (+) pin-
oresinol-forming dirigent proteins.  
In her award talk, she compared and 

contrasted the basis for these differ-
ent stereoselectivities, including key 
findings from site-directed mutagen-
esis and protein modeling. 
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E Komo Mai
(Welcome) to Hawai`i!

Chosen as the site of the recog-
nition of the 50th Anniversary of 
the Phytochemical Society of North 
America (PSNA), we are honored 
to invite you to share this extraor-
dinary opportunity to network with 
your colleagues, present your lat-
est research and learn from world-
renowned experts while celebrating 
PSNA’s 50th year anniversary in one 
of the Greatest Living Laboratories 
in the world – Hawai`i’s Big Island.

Hosted by the College of Phar-
macy, University of Hawai`i at 
Hilo, you will appreciate the joy 
of science while exploring the Big 
Island’s exquisite Outdoor Class-
rooms! With 11 of the world’s 13 
climate zones, diverse environments 
and multi-cultural population, you’ll 
discover the wonders of the Big Is-
land of Hawai’i as you examine the 
science and diversity of this unique 
environment.

  PSNA VENUE: The Fairmont 
Orchid, Hawai`i is the perfect meet-
ing venue for PSNA’s 2011 confer-
ence. In honor of PSNA’s 50th An-
niversary, the exquisite Fairmont 
Orchid Hotel is offering discounted 
rates for PSNA delegates.  Hotel res-
ervations are now being accepted for 
the PSNA Conference.  Book early 
to secure the special conference rate 
of $159.00 + tax. Learn, teach, and 
discover. I ku ka makemake e hele 
mai, hele no me ka malo`elo`e: If 
you wish to come do not be hesitant, 
for you are welcome!

We look forward to hosting you 
on Hawaii’s Big Island at PSNA’s 
2011 conference!

Mahalo,
John M. Pezzuto, Ph.D.
Professor and Dean
College of Pharmacy
University of Hawai`i at Hilo
34 Rainbow Drive
Hilo, Hawai`i 96720
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Recent Advances in Phytochemistry Series
Order Form for Volumes 34 to 40

Recent Advances in Phytochemistry is now published by Elsevier. 

Because the cost of symposium volumes has exploded in recent years, this savings to members is considerable!

Volume 40 Integrative Plant Biochemistry as We Approach 2010!
PSNA Member Price if order placed by January 31, 2006 = $100.00

Volume 39 Chemical Ecology and Phytochemistry in Forest Ecosystems
PSNA Member Price (part of PSNA 75 copies purchase) $100.00

Volume 38 Secondary Metabolism in Model Systems
PSNA Member Price (part of PSNA 75 copies purchase) $100.00

Volume 37 Integrative Phytochemistry: from Ethnobotany to Molecular Ecology
PSNA Member Price (part of PSNA 75 copies purchase) $ 100.00

Volume 36 Phytochemistry in the Genomics and Post-Genomics Eras
PSNA Member Price = SOLD OUT

Orders must be placed directly with Elsevier
Volume 35 Regulation of Phytochemicals by Molecular Techniques

List price $200
PSNA member price (part of PSNA 75 copies purchase) $102

Volume 34 Evolution of Metabolic Pathways
List price $222.50

PSNA member price (part of PSNA 75 copies purchase) $122

Enclose a check payable to the Phytochemical Society of North America in US funds drawn on a US bank, or a Canadian 
Postal money order in US funds, or Travelers Checks in US funds to pay for my order. Credit card payments should be sent to 

psnatreasurer@yahoo.com via www.paypal.com. 

Be sure to fill out the order form below so that correct information is provided to Elsevier for shipping!

Volume ____: Number of copies: _______ X US ____ per copy Total: _________
Total: _________
Volume ____: Number of copies: _______ X US ____ per copy Total: _________
Total Enclosed: _______

Payment is by _____ US check ____Canada Postal Money Order ___ Traveler Check (US$)

PLEASE PRINT: SEND ORDER TO:
Dr. Franck Dayan, Treasurer

Phytochemical Soc. of N. America
USDA-ARS

P.O. Box 8048
University, MS 38677 USA

Name: _____________________________________ 
Complete Mailing Address: (include postal code and country!) 
_____________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
_____________________________________________
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Member Annual Renewal Form
Please fill in the following form and return to the Treasurer with your dues payment.

Payments should be made by one of the following: check drawn on a US checking account, US travelers 
check, or US money order, International Money Order, Credit Card on the PSNA Website or Paypal 
payment to psnatreasurer@yahoo.com Please make check or money order payable to the Phytochemical 
Society of North America.

Credit Card Payment: Paying membership dues online via credit card has now been established. Please 
select the link from the PSNA homepage to pay by credit card. A paypal account is NOT required but 
will expedite the process. If using a paypal account, send directly to psnatreasurer@yahoo.com

Dues schedule: 		  Emeritus member - no charge (invitation only)
Regular member - $60.00 per year
Student member - $30.00 per year

Return this statement along with your payment to: 	 Dr. Franck Dayan
PSNA Treasurer
USDA-ARS
P.O. Box 8048
University, MS 38677

Multiple Member Renewals: Please use one of the payment methods above.

Name 			                Institution 						                       Fee
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

Total Enclosed $_____

The PSNA homepage is now available at www.psna-online.org

Phytochemical Society of North America
Sociedad Fitoquímica de América del Norte
Société Phytochimique de L’Amerique du Nord
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New Member Application Form
Please fill in the following application and return to the Treasurer with your dues payment. Once your 
application has been processed, you will receive newsletters and special mailings. You are also eligible 
for PSNA member discounts on the Recent Advances in Phytochemistry series (See Website).

Payments should be made by one of the following: check drawn on a US checking account, US 
travelers check, or US money order, International Money Order, Credit Card on the PSNA Website 
or Paypal payment to psnatreasurer@yahoo.com . Please make check or money order payable to the 
Phytochemical Society of North America.

Credit Card Payment: Paying membership dues online via credit card has now been
established. Please select the link from the PSNA homepage to pay by credit card. A paypal account is 
NOT required but will expedite the process. If using a paypal account, send directly to psnatreasurer@
yahoo.com

Advance Payment: It is now possible to pay dues in advance. If you wish to take advantage of this 
feature, please indicate above the years for which you would like to pay in advance.

Dues schedule: 		  Regular member - $60.00 per year
	 Student member - $30.00 per year

Return this statement along with your payment to: 		  Dr. Franck Dayan
PSNA Treasurer
USDA-ARS
P.O. Box 8048
University, MS 38677

Name (Dr., Mr., Mrs., Ms.):
				    ____________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: Line 1:
				    ____________________________________________________________
Line 2:
				    ____________________________________________________________
City: State/Province: Zip/Postal Code:
				    ____________________________________________________________
Phone: Fax:
				    __________________________________
E-Mail:
				    ____________________________________________________________

The PSNA homepage is now available at www.psna-online.org

Phytochemical Society of North America
Sociedad Fitoquímica de América del Norte
Société Phytochimique de L’Amerique du Nord
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